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O Letter to Parents/Guardians
O List of Suggested Reading for grade 3 students — you must read at least 3 books from this

list.

0 Reading logs for each of the three mandated books

O Listening selection to be read to student in order to complete Book 2 of the E.L.A. (The
Listening Section). The listening selection should be read twice before the questions are
answered. Students are encouraged to take notes during the second reading. If no one is
available to read the story to the student the passage is available on the

hempsteadpublicschools.org website. Click on Jackson Main’s home page and then

follow the links for the listening selection for your grade level.

00 Answer Bubble Sheet for Book | — Multiple Choice Section of the E.LA.

U New York State Grade 4 E.L. A — Book 1, Book 2 and Book 3 this is a sample of the
exam that the children will be taking in April 2011.

0 Copy of Math Tools needed to completed exam in Math.

U Answer Bubble Sheet for Book ] — Multiple Choice Section of the N.Y.S. Mathematics
Exam for Grade 4

[0 New York State Grade 4 Mathematics Exam — Book 1, Book 2 and Book 3 —~ this is a
sample of the exam that the children wi]] be taking in June 2011.

[0 Answer Sheet for New York State Science Exam for the Multiple Choice Section

00 New York State Grade 4 Science Exam - this is a sample of the exam that the 4 graders

will be taking sometime in June 2011.

she might discover while doing research on the computer. Please keep in mind though that this
is a learning experience and this needs to be your child’s own work.

These exams need not be completed in one day. Spread out the work over the summer. Your
child’s teacher will be collecting the entire packet on September 7" 2010 when he (or she)
returns to school. Please make sure he (or she) returns the completed packet on the first day

of school.
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Elementary School

. 451 Jackson Street
Hempstead, N.Y.
11550

(516)292-7111

Fax (516) 489-6396
*

Ars. Frances Edmonds
Acting Principal

Ext. 4301

Dear Jackson Main Parents/ Guardians and Students,

The 2009 - 2010 school year is rapidly drawing to a close, but in order to keep to our
school motto “GOOD IS NOT QUR GOAL, WE STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE” it

is necessary to practice our skills in major academic areas.

A list of the suggested books is included with this packet and is also available at the
Hempstead Public Library in the children’s section, or you can log on to the Hempstead
Web Page (www.hempsteadschools.org )- We are requiring that 3 books be read by the
end of the summer. Please use the book log pages that are included in this packet for
each book. These book log pages along with the completed packet must be turned in
when your child returns to school on Tuesday, September 7%, 2010.

Please don’t forget to click on the Jackson Main Elementary School Web Page. There
are skill based activities which are internet based for all students. The activities are fun
and will help to improve math and reading skills. These activities can be done on your
home computer or at the Hempstead Public Library.

To keep each student up to date in Math and E.L A during the summer we have
included in this packet an English Language Arts Exam as well as a Math Exam for the
grade that your child will be entering. While some of the work in these packets may be
new, most of the work is not. Students that will be entering grade 4 have a Science
Exam to take in addition to the E.L.A. and Math. Children entering grade 5 have a
sample Social Studies Exam to help them prepare for the November NYS Social
Studies exam. These exams must be done during the summer and most importantly
they must be returned to your child’s new teacher when school begins on September
7", These take home exams will be scored and counted for the new school year.

Have a rewarding and fun filled summer, but don’t forget that in order to be ready for
the 2010 -2011 school year you have to be prepared. With that in mind please make
sure that your child completes his or her work over the summer and reads the required

books.

Remember, working together we can achieve excellence!

Sincerely,
Jackson Main Leadership Team

My child has completed the summer
package and is returning to school with the completed packet on September 7™, 2010.

Signature of Parent / or Guardian
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Estimados padres de familia/ acudientes y estudiantes,

El afio escolar 2009/2010 esta llagando rapidamente a su fin, pero en orden de mantener
nuestro slogan, “Bueno No Es Nuestro Objetivo, Perse imos La Excelencia” pero
para eso es necesario de practicar todos nuestras materias académicas.

Una lista de libros sugeridos estaré incluida con el paquete de final

De afio o también esta disponible en la pagina web, o tambien en la biblioteca. Estamos
requiriendo que 3 libros sean leidos al final del verano. Por favor usar el registro que estan
incluidos en este paquete para cada libro. Estos registros deberan ser devueltos cuando su

hijo regrese en martes, 7 de septiembre, del 2010.

Por favor de no olvidarse de hacer clic en la pdgina Web de la escuela Jackson Main.
Habr actividades divertidas que ayudaran a mejorar tanto en ingles como matematicas.
Estas actividades pueden ser realizadas desde su computador en casa o en la biblioteca

publica.

Para mantener a los estudiantes al tanto con las matematicas e ingles durante el ver
estaremos incluyendo exdmenes de ingles y matematicas para el grado en que su hijo/a
estard ingresando. Los estudiantes que estén ingresando a grado 4 tendran un examen de
ciencias mientras que los que ingresen a 5 uno se estudios sociales. Estos examenes
deberan ser terminado en el verano y es de suma importancia que se lo lleven al maestro/a
nuevo cuando su hijo/a entre en septiembre. Estos exdmenes seran calificados y contaran

para el afio nuevo.

Tengan un buen verano, pero no se olviden que en orden de estar preparado para el afio
2010-2011 tienen que completar estos examenes. Con esto en mente ayude a sus hijos a

completar estos paquetes y a leer estos libros.

Acuérdense, trabajando en grupo podemos alcanzar nuestras metas.

Sinceramente,
El grupo de liderazgo de la escuela Jackson Main
Mi hijo/a , completa los exdamenes y leer estos libros.

Mi hijo/a regrese a la escuela a las 7 de septiembre, 2010.

La Firma de Padres o Acudientes de Estudiante



Grade 3 — Summer Reading List

The Best School Year Ever

by Barbara Robinson
The Herdmans are the most famous kids at Woodrow Wilson School. In fact, they are the most famous kids in

the whole town -- and they are the worst kids in the history of the world. They are dirty, rotten, lazy, and
ornery. They tell lies and smoke cigars and set fire to things. They stay away from schoo! whenever they want
to and won't learn anything when they are there. Every September the students and teachers gear up for
another year of dealing with the Herdmans. But no matter what precautions are taken, these modern-day
outlaws still manage to cause hilarious mayhem year-round. Their wild behavior always leads to disaster for
someone, but somehow all six of them continually escape blame. Could there be something good about this
horrible clan after all? Also recommended: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.

The BFG

by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.) '
Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant) who spends his life blowing happy dreams to

children, Sophie concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other man-gobbling cannybull giants.
Also recommended: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and Fantastic Mr. Fox.

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky, A Message from Chief Seattle

by Susan Jeffers
During the 1850s, the white man negotiated to buy some land from the Northwest nations. Chief Seattle, head

of the Suqamish and Duwamish Indians, spoke to the white man in his native tongue about the importance of
preserving the earth. His speech, translated and lushly illustrated by Susan Jeffers, eloquently conveys the
message that we must respect the Earth and all it has on it. This speech has been the inspiration for many

environmental movements.

Charlotte’'s Web

by E. B. White
This is the story of a little girl named Fern who loves a little pig named Wilbur -- and of Wilbur's dear friend,

Charlotte A. Cavatica, a beautiful, large, gray spider who lives with Wilbur in the barn. With the help of
Templeton, the rat who never does anything for anybody unless there is something in it for him, and by a
wonderfully clever plan of their own, Charlotte saves the life of Wilbur, who by this time has grown up to be

quite a pig.

Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective (Encyclopedia Brown Series #1)

by Donald J. Sobol
A Civil War sword ... a watermelon stabbing ... missing roller skates ... a trapeze artist's inheritance ... and an

eyewitness who's legally blind! These are just some of the ten brain-twisting mysteries that Encyclopedia
Brown must solve by using his famous computerlike brain. Try to crack the cases along with him -- answers to

all the mysteries are found in the back of the book!

Go Free or Die, A Story About Harriet Tubman

by Jeri Ferris, Karen Ritz (illus.)
A biography of Harriet Tubman, the black woman whose cruel experiences as a slave in the South led her to

seek freedom in the North for herself and for others through the Underground Railroad.

How to Eat Fried Worms

by Thomas Rockwell, Emily A. McCully (illus.)
Billy makes a bet with his friends that he can eat 15 worms in 15 days. Even with a free choice of condiments -

- from peanut butter to horseradish -- Billy wonders if he can really do it.



Grade 3 — Summer Reading List

The Keeping Quilt

by Patricia Polacco
When Patricia Polacco's great-great-grandmother came to America from Russia, she made a quilt out of the

family's old clothes. This quilt became a cherished symbol of love passed down from mother to daughter for
almost a century -- and was used for a variety of purposes. Heartwarming pictures of the quilt welcoming new
babies and celebrating weddings -- even being used as a Sabbath tablecloth -- tie together the lives of four
generations of an immigrant Jewish family and chronicle their enduring love and faith. In this tenth-anniversary
edition, Polacco has expanded her beloved story with new pages of text and paintings to include her own two
children using the quilt in the same ways that their ancestors did.

Miss Nelson Is Missing!

by Harry Allard, James Marshall (illus.)

The children in Miss Nelson's class go beyond misbehaving; they are downright terrible! Near her wits' end,
Miss Nelson thinks up a brilliant plan. The next day the kids have a substitute - the nasty Viola Swamp -- who
loads the boys and girls with homework and never gives them a story hour. By the time Miss Nelson finally
returns, the children are so grateful they behave well. But now Viola Swamp is missing!

Mr. Popper's Penguins

by Richard Atwater, Florence Atwater, Robert Lawson (illus.)

it is hard enough for Mr. Popper to support himself, Mrs. Popper, Bill, and Janie Popper. The addition of 12
penguins to the family makes it impossible to make both ends meet. Then Mr. Popper has a splendid idea --
the talented penguins will be a sensation on the stage. And so they are.... A classic of American humor, this
Newbery Honor-winning story of a gentle housepainter and his high-stepping penguins has delighted children

for generations.

Poppy
by Avi, Brian Floca (illus.)
As ruler of Dimwood Forest, Ocax the hoot owl has promised to protect the mice occupying an abandoned

farmhouse as long as they ask permission before "moving about." Poppy, a timid deer mouse, is a loyal,
obedient subject - until she sees Ocax devour her fiancé. To prove that the intimidating ruler is a phony,
Poppy embarks on a dangerous and eye-opening quest, which ends with her one-on-one battle with Ocax.

Poppy and Rye
by Avi, Brian Floca (illus.)
Heartbroken over the death of her fiancé Ragweed, Poppy, a deer mouse, journeys west through the vast

Dimwood Forest to bring the sad news to Ragweed's family. But Poppy and her prickly porcupine pal, Ereth,
arrive only to discover that beavers have flooded the serene valley where Ragweed lived. Together Poppy and
Ragweed's brother, Rye, brave kidnapping, imprisonment, and a daring rescue to fight the beavers. At the
same time, Rye -- who has lived in Ragweed's shadow -- fights to prove himself worthy of Poppy's love.

Ramona Quimby, Age 8
by Beverly Cleary, Alan Tiegreen (illus.)
Ramona feels quite grown-up taking the bus by herself, helping big sister Beezus make dinner, and trying hard

to be nice to pesky Willa Jean after school. Turning eight years old and entering the third grade can do that to
a girl. So how can her teacher call her a nuisance?

Sarah, Plain and Tall

by Patricia MacLachlan
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are

captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay. This tender, reassuring story is a Newbery Medal
winner and a timeless classic.



Grade 3 — Summer Reading List

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

by Judy Blume, Roy Doty (illus.)

Living with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter feel like a fourth-grade nothing. Fudge is never far from
trouble. He's a two-year-old terror who gets away with everything -- and Peter's had enough. When Fudge

walks off with Dribble, Peter's pet turtle, it's the last straw.

Walking the Road to Freedom

by Jeri Ferris
This is the important and inspiring story of a woman who called herself Sojourner Truth. Using only the power

of her voice, she spoke out against slavery throughout New England and the Midwest.

What Are You Figuring Now?, A Story About Benjamin Banneker

by Jeri Ferris, Amy Johnson (illus.)
A biography of the African-American farmer and self-taught mathematician, astronomer, and surveyor for the

new capital city of the United States in 1791, who also calculated a successful almanac notable for its
preciseness.






Title:

Author:

Genre:

Response
Describe your favorite part of the book. What makes it your favorite part?

Could this happen in real life? Why not?
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Title:

Author:

Genre:

Response
Write about or illustrate an important event in the story you have just read..

On the lines below, explain why it is important.




Title:

Author:

Geme;. e . e S

Response:
Compare one of the characters in the story to yourself. Show how you are the same, and

how you are different from the character,

Character Your Name

Different Same Different



Title:

Author:

Genre:

Response:
Explain how the main character felt in the beginning of the story.

How did this character feel in the middle of the story?

How did the author feel at the end of the story? Why?
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" Listening Selectio

~ Shadowtail
by Sue Thomas

The falling leaf was a sign that winter was coming. The leaf zigzagged slowly

down, landing on Shadowtail’s bushy gray tail. It would be his first winter. Mother
~ knew it was time he learned to bury acorns. But every time she tried to teach
him, Shadowtail ran away to play.

Shadowtail loved to play games. He also loved to wrestle. But he never took
time to ask the other squirrels if they wanted to play. He would just sneak up
behind them, knock them to the ground, and then pin them down until they
struggled free or he had counted to three.

Mother thought to herself, “This has got to stop!” She watched Shadowtail spin
around laughing, and while he laughed, she thought and thought.

Another one of Shadowtail’s games was kicking acorns. He practiced trying to
make each acorn go farther than the last. Sometimes, he kicked his acorn right
into the path of a passing squirrel who would loudly complain to Mother.

Once again, Mother thought to herself, “This has got to stop!” She watched
Shadowtail spin around laughing, and while he laughed, she thought and thought.

Mother had an idea! She said to Shadowtail, “Since you like to spin around so
much, I’ve thought of a new game. Do you want to learn how to play? It’s called
‘Spinning Acorns.’ There’s only one rule. You must keep the acorn spinning until
you’ve buried it in a hole. Watch me, Shadowtail, watch me!”

Mother snatched up an acorn and stood up tall. She whisked her tail once.
That was the signal to start. She started to spin the acorn and then carefully
dropped it on the ground with the pointed end down. The acorn twirled and

twirled, spinning around and around like a top.

Quickly, she dug a hole three inches deep. She pushed the spinning acorn
into the hole and covered it with dirt. She raked up the grass and turned to

B Sample Test 2005 B ‘ Page 1



Shadowtail, asking, “Shadowtail, can you keep the acorn spinning and bury it as
fast as 1 did?”

Shadowtail stood tall, just like his mother had. He whisked his tail once and
played Spinning Acorn exactly as Mother taught him. The acorn spun like a top
until he covered it with dirt. Raking up the grass, he turned to Mother and asked,
“Did I bury it as fast as you did?”

Mother smiled. “I think you were even faster than I was,” she said.

Other squirrels challeﬁgéd Shadowtail to see if they could spin the acorn and
bury it faster than he did. But, Shadowtail almost always won! He buried more
acorns in a day than any of the other squirrels.

Soon, the days and nights grew colder. Most of the leaves had fallen to the
ground. One cloudy morning, Shadowtail left his nest at dawn and came running
back crying, “Mother, Mother, there isn’t an acorn to be found because there’s
something white and wet covering the ground.”

Mother said, “I've saved a new game especially for today. It’s called ‘Find the
Acorn.’ You will find the acorn by sniffing. When you are hungry this winter,
Shadowtail, you will find it’s the very best game to play.”



NEW YORK STATE TESTING PROGRAM
Grade 4 English Language Arts
Sample Test 2005

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS

Make heavy BLACK marks.
Eruse cleanly.
Make no stray marks.

Dozt o> ©
MARK MARK
Book 1

Multiple-choice questions
L® ® © O 50 ® © ®
20 ® ® O 166 @ ® ©
3. ® © © 17. ® © ©®
4.0 © ® O 8.6 © ® O
50 ® © ® 9.® ® © ©
6.0 ® ® O 20060 ® ® O
7.0 ® © ©® 2. ® © O
8.6 © ® O 2.0 © ® O
920 ® © ©®© 2.0 ® © 0O
10. ® ® O 4.0 © ® O
11 ® © © 25. ® © ©
226 ® ® 0O 2.0 ® ® ©
B3O & O ® 7.0 ® © ©

L14.@@@@ 8.0 © & 0O

Student Name

Guide to the Grades 3-8 Testing Program

Page 1
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NEW YORK STATE TESTING PROGRAM

Grade 4 English Language Arts
Sample Test 2005

FOR SCORER USE ONLY

Book 2

Listening cluster guestions 29, 30, and n

® ® ® 6 ® (® No Response

Book 3

Reading cluster queéﬁons 32, 33,34, and 35

® 0 ® ©® O (® No Response

Writing mechanics questions 31 and 35

®© © ©® 6 (® No Response

Guide to the Grades 3-8 Testing Program
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Directions
Read this article about ladybugs. Then answer questions 1 through 5.

What do you usually do when a
flying insect lands on your arm? Most
likely you shoo it away. But what
if that bug were a ladybug? Then
chances are you would let it stay.
What is it about ladybugs that we like?

Farmers once thought ladybugs
were a good luck sign. A ladybug in
the field meant that the crops would
be successful and the weather would
be good. The farmers may have been
exaggerating about what a very small
bug can do, but in fact ladybugs do
help out with the crops. They eat
harmful insects.

Actually, it is not the adult ladybug
that eats the other insects. It's the
ladybug larvae. Ladybugs lay their
eggs on leaves that are infected with
aphids or other insects. When the
larvae hatch, they are very hungry
and will eat mites. aphids. mealybugs.
green flies, and other crop-destroyers.

A single ladybug larva can eat over
1,000 aphids in one day. In the
1800s, ladybugs were brought all

the way from Australia to California
and released among orange trees

that were dying from being eaten

by insects. The little red and black
“eating machines” completely saved all
the trees.

Ladybugs go about their daily
business without worrying much about
anything. Very few birds or insects
will eat a ladybug because it gives
off a fluid that is dangerous to eat.
Ladybugs also protect themselves by
playing dead. They fall off leaves and
remain very still until their attacker

goes away.

So next time you see a ladybug,
think about what it may be up to.
Maybe it is off to save an orange tree.
Maybe its next move will be to roll off
a leaf and play dead or stand up to a
bird about 100 times its size. Maybe
it's letting you know that the weather
will be good tomorrow. Who knows?
Ladybugs are special that way.
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1 According to the article, why were ladybugs brought from Australia to California
in the 1800s?

A

B
C
D

to add more ladybugs to the area
to predict the weather for farmers
to save orange trees by eating insects
to release a special fluid on the trees

2 According to the article, what is one way ladybugs defend themselves?

F

G
H
J

They curl up and hide.

They remain Very still.

They sting their attackers.

They fly faster than their attackers.

3 Read this sentence from the article.

Maybe its next move will be to roll off a leaf and play dead or stand up to
a bird about 100 times its size.

The phrase “stand up to” means about the same as

A

B
C
D

admire
support
challenge
observe

% Sample Test 2005 W Book 1 Page 3



4  Here is a web about ladybug larvae.

mealybugs green flies

What
jarvae
eat

Which word best completes the web?

—T O™

oranges
birds
leaves
mites

5  Which sentence shows what the author most likely thinks about ladybugs?

A

B
C
D

Ladybugs are interesting insects.
Ladybugs are annoying insects.
Ladybugs do harm to nature.
Ladybugs eat more than they should.

B Sample Test 2005 &



D irections
Read this story. Then answer questions 6 through 12.

Ryan
and

Allie
by Monireh Kazemzadeh

Ryan’s life was nearly perfect. He
had a lot of friends on his block.
They walked to school together
almost every day, and after school
they always had time to play.

Ryan did have one problem. It
was his little sister, Allie. Somehow,
Allie just didn’t understand that
Ryan and his friends didn’t want
her around. Wherever they went,
she would toddle up a few minutes
later, her little legs working
overtime to keep up with the boys.
She would look around and
announce, “Here | am.” Everyone
would groan.

Allie wasn't a pest, exactly. She
never said much of anything,
except “Here | am.” She didn’t
whine. But she couldn’t exactly do
much, either. She was too small to

play ball. She couldn’t climb trees
yet. She just watched the boys
with her dark, serious eyes, and
followed them everywhere they
went.

Ryan tried asking his mom to
keep Allie at home.

“Why does my sister have to
come along?” he asked. “Troy's
sister doesn't. Jimmy’s sister
doesn’t. Why me?”

¥ Sample Test 2005 &



Ryan’s mother just laughed.
“Troy'’s sister is only six months old,
and Jimmy doesn’t have a sister.
Guess that makes you the unlucky:
one, Ryan.”

Today, Ryan wanted to play
whiffle ball with his friends after
school. They used to play with a

“hard ball, but one of them broke a
window at Mr. McWhirter's house.
Boy, had Ryan and his friends
gotten in trouble for that one!

Mr. McWhirter wouldn’t even give
them their ball back.

Today, as usual, Allie trotted out
after the boys and announced,
“Here | am.” just as naturally,
everyone ignored her—as much as
they could. They had to persuade
her to stop playing drums on the
pitcher’s mound (really just an old
trash can lid). And they had to
chase her out of the “outfield”
when she sat down on the curb to
make daisy chains.

But finally, the game got started.
It was Jimmy’s turn at bat. He
whacked the ball hard—right into
Mr. McWhirter’s yard.

The boys ran over to Mr.
McWhirter’s fence and peered
through the railings. The ball lay in
the grass, just out of reach.

“| can't fit through the rails,”
Jimmy said, trying to squeeze in. “I
don’t think any of us can.”

The boys looked glum. Ryan was
especially irritated. “It’s all Allie's
fault. She distracted us. Jimmy hit
crooked because of Allie—"

Troy interrupted him. “Ryan, look
at Allie. | mean, look at how small
she is.”

“Yeah,” said Jimmy. “She’s so
small, she can fit through the fence!
Hey, Allie. Come over here.”

Allie walked over. “Here | am.”

“How would you like to get that
ball for us?”

Allie looked at Ryan and his
friends. Then she slipped through the
fence, picked up the ball, and came
back out of the yard. She handed the
ball to Ryan and waited, looking up
at the boys to see if they wanted her
to do anything else.

“Whoooo-eee,” said Troy. “That
was quick. Thanks, Allie.”

“Nice job, squirt,” said Jimmy,
patting her on the head.

“C’'mon,” said Ryan, suddenly

proud of his kid sister. “I'll teach you
how to swing the bat.”
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6 In the story, what is Ryan’s main
problem?

F  His neighbor refuses to return
Rvan’s whiffle ball.

G His sister wants to go everywhere
with him.

H His mother thinks he should be
nicer to his sister.

J  His friend loses Ryan’s only
whiftle ball. '

7 According to the story, why do the
boys stop playing whiffle ball?

A They lose their whiffle ball in the
neighbor’s yard.

B Ryan’s sister keeps getting in the
way of the game.

C  They break the neighbor’s
window with the whiffle ball.

D Jimmy cannot fit through the
rails of the neighbor’s fence.

8  Ruud this sentence from the story.,

The boys ran over to Mr.
McWhirter’s fence and peered
through the railings.

The word “peered” most likely means

F hurried
G talked
H shoved
J  looked

10

11

12

What happens right after Jimmy tries to
fit through the fence?

A The boys realize that Allie is small.
B The boys start the game.

C Jimmy hits the ball over the fence.
D Jimmy pats Allie on the head.

Read these sentences from the story.

Ryan was especially irritated.
“It’s all Allie’s fault”

The word “irritated” most likely means

F curious
G tired

H  upset

J  worried

Which detail about Allie is most
important to the story?

A She is small.

B Sheisa girl.

C  She can make daisy chains.

D  She follows her brother around.

At the end of the story, Ryan shows he
has a new attitude toward Allie when he

says

F  “Why does my sister have to
come along?”

G “It’s all Allie’s fault. She distracted us”

H “How would you like to get that
ball for us?”

J  “T'll teach you how to swing the

bat.”
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Directions
Read this article about hummingbirds. Then answer questions 13 through 17.

A Bird
‘That

Hums

by Sydney Donahoe

Many birds are known for their special songs or calls. But one type of bird is
famous for its hum—the hummingbird. In fact, hummingbirds get their name from the
humming noise they make. You might guess that a hummingbird’s hum comes from its
voice. Instead, the hum comes from the whir of this tiny bird’s wings in flight.

Most hummingbirds’ wings make a humming sound. But one type of hummingbird
makes a buzzing sound—the bee hummingbird of Cuba. The bee hummingbird gets its
name not only from its buzz, but also from its size. This smallest bird in the world is
only two inches (5 cm) long, including beak and tail feathers!

When a young hummingbird first hatches from its pea-sized egg, its body and
wings are featherless. But as soon as its feathers come in, the tiny bird starts to practice
“humming.” Its feet clutching tightly to the nest, the youngster beats its wings as fast as
it can. Stretchy spider web woven into the nest helps it withstand all that strain. After
about a month of practice, the baby hummingbird can beat its wings fast enough to
“whir,” and it’s ready to fly.

When an adult hummingbird really gets going, it can beat its wings up to 200 times
per second and fly forward at about 30 miles per hour. With extra-strong chest muscles
and shorter “arm” bones in their wings, hummingbirds can beat their wings both
forward and backward as well as up and down. This ability gives the hummingbird
another claim to fame—it is the only type of bird that can hover, or stay in one place in
the air. While it hovers, a hummingbird’s wings beat back and forth up to 70 times per
second. The next time you see a hummingbird, watch its whirring wings and listen
closely. Can you hear the hummingbird’s hum?
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13 What makes a hummingbird hum? 16  The article says that hummingbirds
have the ability to beat their wings

A fts voice both forward and backward as well
B its feathers as up and down. The word “ability”
C  its legs rubbing together most likely means '
D its wings beating very fast Fosize

G skill

H sight

J  speed

14 Read this sentence from the article.

Its feet clutching tightly to the
nest, the youngster beats its

wings as fast as it can. 17 Why did the author most likely write
The word “clutching” means the same as this passage?
F  holding A to tell a story
G moving B  to make the reader laugh
H pressing C to give information about
J  staying hummingbirds

D to convince the reader to like
hummingbirds

15 How does a baby hummingbird learn
to hum?

A It practices the sounds its parents
make.

B It practices flying in one place in
the air.

C It beats its wings while clutching
the nest tightly.

D It flies backward and forward as
soon as it has feathers.
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