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Listening selection to be read to student in order to complete Book 2 of the E.L.A.

(The Listening Section). If no one is available to read the story to the student the

passage is available on the hempsteadpublicschools.org website. Click on
Jackson Main’s home page and then follow the links for the listening selection for
your grade level. The listening selection should be read twice to the student.
During the second reading of the listening selection your child should be
encouraged to take notes before proceeding to the questions for that part of the
exam.

0 Answer Bubble Sheet for Book 1 — Multiple Choice Section of the E.L.A.

0 New York State Grade 6 E.L.A. — Book 1, Book 2 and Book 3 — this is a sample
of the exam that the children will be taking in April 2011.

0 Copy of Math Tools needed to completed exam in Math.

0 Answer Bubble Sheet for Book 1 — Multiple Choice Section of the N. Y.S.
Mathematics Exam

0O New York State Grade 6 Mathematics Exam — Book 1 and Book 2, this is a
sample of the exam that the children wil] be taking in May 2011,

using this exam will help next years teacher guide instruction for the upcoming school
year. We know that some of the concepts, especially in math may not have been taught
as of yet therefore; you might want to have your child explore options to solve a problem
using a new strategy that he or she might discover while doing research on the computer.
Please keep in mind though, that this is a learning experience and this needs to be your

child’s own work.

These exams need not be completed in one day. Spread out the work over the summer.
Your child’s teacher wil] be collecting the entire packet on Tuesday, September 7™
2010 when your child returns to school. Please make sure he (or she) returns the
completed packet on the first day of school.
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Estimados padres de familia/ acudientes y estudiantes,

El afio escolar 2009/2010 esta llagando rapidamente a su fin, pero en orden de mantener
nuestro slogan, “Bueno No Es Nuestro Obijetivo, Perseguimos La Excelencia” pero
para eso es necesario de practicar todos nuestras materias académicas.

Una lista de libros sugeridos estar4 incluida con el paquete de final

De afio o también esta disponible en la pagina web, o tambien en la biblioteca. Estamos
requiriendo que 3 libros sean leidos al final del verano. Por favor usar el registro que estan
incluidos en este paquete para cada libro. Estos registros deberan ser devueltos cuando su

hijo regrese en martes, 7 de septiembre, del 2010.

Por favor de no olvidarse de hacer clic en la pagina Web de la escuela Jackson Main.
Habra actividades divertidas que ayudaran a mejorar tanto en ingles como matematicas.
Estas actividades pueden ser realizadas desde su computador en casa o en la biblioteca

publica.

Para mantener a los estudiantes al tanto con las matematicas e ingles durante el ver
estaremos incluyendo exdmenes de ingles y matematicas para el grado en que su hijo/a
estard ingresando. Los estudiantes que estén ingresando a grado 4 tendran un examen de
ciencias mientras que los que ingresen a 5 uno se estudios sociales. Estos examenes
deberan ser terminado en el verano y es de suma importancia que se lo lleven al maestro/a
nuevo cuando su hijo/a entre en septiembre. Estos exdmenes seran calificados y contaran

para el afio nuevo.

Tengan un buen verano, pero no se olviden que en orden de estar preparado para el afio
2010-2011 tienen que completar estos exdmenes. Con esto en mente ayude a sus hijos a
completar estos paquetes y a leer estos libros.

Acuérdense, trabajando en grupo podemos alcanzar nuestras metas.

Sinceramente,
El grupo de liderazgo de la escuela Jackson Main
Mi hijo/a , completa los examenes y leer estos libros.

Mi hijo/a regrese a la escuela a las 7 de septiembre, 2010.

La Firma de Padres o Acudientes de Estudiante
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Dear Jackson Main Parents/ Guardians and Students,

The 2009 — 2010 school year is rapidly drawing to a close, but in order to keep to our

school motto “GOOD IS NOT OUR GOAL, WE STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE” it
is necessary to practice our skills in major academic areas.

A list of the suggested books is included with this packet and is also available at the
Hempstead Public Library in the children’s section, or you can log on to the Hempstead
Web Page (www.hempsteadschools.org ). We are requiring that 3 books be read by the
end of the summer. Please use the book log pages that are included in this packet for
each book. These book log pages along with the completed packet must be turned in
when your child returns to school on Tuesday, September 7%, 2010.

Please don’t forget to click on the Jackson Main Elementary School Web Page. There
are skill based activities which are internet based for all students. The activities are fun
and will help to improve math and reading skills. These activities can be done on your

home computer or at the Hempstead Public Library.

To keep each student up to date in Math and E.L.A during the summer we have
included in this packet an English Language Arts Exam as well as a Math Exam for the
grade that your child will be entering. While some of the work in these packets may be
new, most of the work is not. Students that will be entering grade 4 have a Science
Exam to take in addition to the E.L.A. and Math. Children entering grade 5 have a
sample Social Studies Exam to help them prepare for the November NYS Social
Studies exam. These exams must be done during the summer and most importantly
they must be returned to your child’s new teacher when school begins on September
7" These take home exams will be scored and counted for the new school year.

Have a rewarding and fun filled summer, but don’t forget that in order to be ready for
the 2010 -2011 school year you have to be prepared. With that in mind please make
sure that your child completes his or her work over the summer and reads the required

books.

Remember, working together we can achieve excellence!

Sincerely,
Jackson Main Leadership Team

My child has completed the summer
package and is returning to school with the completed packet on September 7™, 2010.

Signature of Parent / or Guardian




SUMMER READING LIST - GRADE 5

Walk Two Moons

by Sharon Creech

Thirteen-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle, proud of her country roots and the "Indian-ness in her
blood," travels from Ohio to Idaho with her eccentric grandparents. Along the way, she tells of the
story of Phoebe Winterbottom, who received mysterious messages, who met a "potential lunatic,”
and whose mother disappeared. Beneath Phoebe's story is Salamanca's own story and that of
her mother, who left one April morning for Idaho, promising to return before the tulips bloomed.
Sal's mother has not, however, returned, and the trip to Idaho takes on a growing urgency as
Salamanca hopes to get to Idaho in time for her mother's birthday and bring her back, despite her
father's warning that she is fishing in the air. This richly layered Newbery Medal-winning novel is
in turn funny, mysterious, and touching.

The Warm Place

by Nancy Farmer
When Ruva, a young giraffe, is captured and sent to a zoo in San Francisco, she calls upon two

rats, a street-smart chameleon, a runaway boy, and all the magical powers of the animal world to
return to "the warm place" that is home.

The Hessians Secret Diary

By Lisa Banim

Peggy Van Brundt, 10, lives in Brooklyn, NY, during the early days of the
Revolutionary War. While visiting a favorite forest clearing, she sees a mysterious
stranger and finds a notebook containing drawings of the area and strange writing.
After the Battle of Brooklyn, Peggy finally returns to the clearing, locates the
wounded stranger, and learns that the notebook belongs to him. She tries to help
him hide from the British soldiers who are seeking deserters.

Jump Ship to Freedom

By James and Lincoln Collier

Young Daniel Arabus and his mother are slaves in the house of Captain Ivers of
Stratford, Connecticut. By law they should be free, since Daniel's father fought in the
Revolutionary army and earned enough in soldiers' notes to buy his family's freedom. But
now Daniel's father is dead, and Mrs. Ivers has taken the notes from his mother. When
Daniel bravely steals the notes back, a furious Captain Ivers forces him aboard a ship
bound for the West Indies--and certain slavery. Even if Daniel can manage to jump ship
in New York, will he be able to travel the long and dangerous road to freedom?

War Comes to Willy Freeman

By Collier and Collier

A free thirteen-year-old black girl in Connecticut is caught up in the horror of the
Revolutionary War and the danger of being returned to slavery when her patriot
father is killed by the British and her mother disappears.

The Fighting Ground
By Avi
The compelling story of a young boy's first encounter with war and how it changes

him



SUMMER READING LIST - GRADE 5

My Daniel

by Pam Conrad

Wandering through the Natural History Museum with her grandchildren, Julia Creath feels the
presence of her dead brother, Daniel. She remembers a time when fossil fever hit everyone, old
and young -- a time when people would even kill for those old bones under the ground. Julia
becomes the Nebraska farm girl she once was, as she weaves together the story of the great
dinosaur rush -- an adventurous tale of love and treachery, but most of all the story of her own
childhood, and of the older brother she loved more than anything. Daniel had a dream: to save
their family farm by finding a dinosaur. It was a dream that Julia shared -- and that she alone

would see come true.

Number the Stars

by Lois Lowry

Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think about life before
the war. But it's now 1943, and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school, food shortages, and
the Nazi soldiers marching in their town. When the Nazis begin “relocating” the Jews of Denmark,
Ellen moves in with the Johansens and pretends to be part of the family. And as Annemarie helps
shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis and embarks on a dangerous mission, she learns how to
be brave and courageous -- to save her best friend's life.

Shiloh

by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Eleven-year-old Marty Preston loves to spend time up in the hills behind his home near Friendly,
West Virginia. Sometimes he takes his 22 rifle to see what he can shoot, like some cans lined up
on a rail fence. Other times he goes up early in the morning just to sit and watch the fox and deer.
But one summer Sunday, Marty comes across something different on the road just past the old
Shiloh schoolhouses -- a young beagle -- and the trouble begins. What do you do when a dog
you suspect is being mistreated runs away and comes to you? When it is someone else’s dog?
When the man who owns him has a gun? This is Marty's problem, and he finds it is one he has to
face alone. When his solution gets too big for him to handle, things become more frightening still.
Finally, Marty puts his courage on the line and discovers in the process that it is not always easy:
to separate right from wrong. Sometimes, however, you'll do aimost anything to save a dog you
love.

The View from Saturday

by E. L. Konigsburg

It was a surprise to a lot of people when Mrs. Olinski's team won the sixth-grade Academic Bow!
contest at Epiphany Middle School. It was an even bigger surprise when they beat the seventh
grade and the eighth grade, too. And when they went on to even greater victories, everyone
began to ask: How did it happen? Mrs. Olinski, returning to teaching after having been injured in
an automobile accident, found that her Academic Bowl! team became her answer to finding
confidence and success. What she did not know, at least at first, was that her team knew better
than she did the answer to why they had been chosen. This is a tale about a team, a class, a
school, a series of contests and, set in the midst of this, four jewel-like short stories -- one for
each of the team members -- that ask questions and demonstrate surprising answers.

Wait Till Helen Comes, A Ghost Story

by Mary Downing Hahn
Molly and Michael dislike their spooky new stepsister Heather but realize that they must try to

save her when she seems ready to follow a ghost child to her doom.



SUMMER READING LIST - GRADE 5

Holes

by Louis Sachar

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune, which they attribute to a curse on a distant
relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish boys' juvenile detention center in the Texas desert. As
punishment, the boys here must each dig a hole every day, five feet deep and five feet across.
Ultimately, Stanley "digs up the truth” -- and through his experience, finds his first real friend, a
treasure, and a new sense of himself. HOLES is a wildly inventive, darkly humorous tale of crime
and punishment -- and redemption.

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson

by Bette Bao Lord, Marc Simont (illus.)

Shirley Temple Wong sails from China to America with a heart full of dreams. Her new home is
Brooklyn, New York. America is indeed a land full of wonders, but Shirley doesn't know any
English, so it's hard to make friends. Then a miracle -- baseball -- happens. Itis 1947, and Jackie
Robinson, star of the Brooklyn Dodgers, is everyone's hero. Jackie Robinson is proving that a
black man, the grandson of a slave, can make a difference in America. And for Shirley as well, on
the ball field and off, America becomes the land of opportunity.

Island of the Blue Dolphins

by Scott O'Dell

In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea. Around it, blue
dolphins swim, otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds abound. Once, Indians also lived on
the island. And when they left and sailed to the east, one young girl was left behind. This is the
story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. Year
after year, she watched one season pass into another and waited for a ship to take her away. But
while she waited, she kept herself alive by building a shelter, making weapons, finding food, and
fighting her enemies, the wild dogs. Island of the Blue Dolphins is not only an unusual adventure
of survival but also a tale of natural beauty and personal discovery.

Matilda

by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.)

Matilda Wormwood started reading books at the age of four, but her crooked father and bingo-
playing mother regard book reading as a waste of time -- and much prefer watching TV. In fact,
they take no notice of their genius daughter at all} Only Miss Honey, Matilda's lovely and gentle
teacher, recognizes her special gifts. Yet Miss Honey has problems of her own: Her aunt is the
tyrannical Miss Trunchbull, an evil headmistress who bullies children and parents alike -- and has
taken Miss Honey's house and money. Can Matilda use her extraordinary talents to seek revenge
-- and make all of the wrong-doing grown-ups pay? Also recommended: James and the Giant

Peach.

Mick Harte Was Here

by Barbara Park

How could someone like Mick die? He was the kid who freaked out his mom by putting a ceramic
eye in a defrosted chicken, the kid who did a wild dance in front of the whole school -- and the kid
who, if only he had worn his bicycle helmet, would still be alive today. But now Phoebe Harte's
12-year-old brother is gone, and Phoebe's worid has turned upside down. With her trademark
candor and compassion, beloved middle-grade writer Barbara Park tells how Phoebe copes with
her painful loss in this story filled with sadness, humor -- and hope.



SUMMER READING LIST — GRADE 5

Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl

by Anne Frank

Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne F rank's remarkable diary
has become a world classic -- a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent
testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, 13-year-old Anne and
her Jewish family went into hiding in the "secret annex"” of an old office building; while living there,
Anne recorded her experiences in a diary. By turns thoughtful, moving, and amusing, her account
offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and a compelling self-portrait of an
extraordinary young woman whose life was tragically cut short.

Chasing Redbird

by Sharon Creech

Zinnia Taylor lives in Bybanks, Kentucky, with too many brothers and sisters -- a mess of
"tadpoles” and "pumpkins” is what her uncle Nate calls them. When Zinny discovers a
mysterious, overgrown trail that begins on her family's farm, she’s determined to clear it, from
start to finish. For she's finally found a place of her own, a place where she can go, away from
her family, to hear herself think. But what Zinny didn't realize is that the mysteries of the trail are
intertwined with her own unanswered questions and family secrets, and that the trail -- and her
passion to uncover it -- is leading her on a journey home. CHASING REDBIRD is a powerful,
beautifully crafted story about a young girl discovering that life is a tangle of mysteries, surprises,
and everyday occurences -- a journey that often needs unravelling and that sometimes must be
traveled alone.

Dear Mr. Henshaw

by Beverly Cleary, Paul O. Zelinsky (iflus.)

When fourth grader Leigh Botts asks Mr. Henshaw to write to him personally, he gets more than
he bargained for. Mr. Henshaw's letters are full of questions, and Leigh is getting tired of
answering them. But as he continues his correspondence with his favorite author, he not only
gets plenty of tips on writing, but he also finds a wise and thoughtful friend to whom he can tell his

troubles.

Frindle

by Andrew Clements, Brian Selznick (illus.)

When he decides to turn his fifth-grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick
Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

by E. L. Konigsburg

The enchanting story of the unappreciated Claudia Kincaid, "boring straight-A Claudia” (oldest
child and only girl and almost too old for half-fare tickets), who runs away with her little brother
Jamie to live in the Metropolitan Museum, FILES is a sentimental favorite with a remarkable
heroine. Crammed with fascinating details - strategies for hiding in a museum, techniques for
bathing in a fountain, the smell of a 16th-century bed (musty), and tantalizing peeks at the Met
and its treasures -- it's a grand adventure. More important, FILES is the story of Claudia's quest
to define herself. In the fulfilment of that quest, her own resourcefulness is bolstered by a statue
that may or may not be by Michelangelo; a brother who proves to be a fabulous ally; and the
wise, prickly Mrs. Frankweiler herself.



Title:

/ Author:

I Genre:

Response
Write about or illustrate an important event in the story you have just read..

On the lines below, explain why it is important.




Title:

Author:

Genre: _ _ _

Response

Describe your favorite part of the book. What makes it your favorite part?

Could this happen in real life? Why not?




,"
Title:

Author:

Genre:

Response:
Explain how the main character felt in the beginning of the story.

How did this character feel in the middle of the story?

. How did the author feel at the end of the story? Why?



Title:

- Author:

Genre: __

Response:
Compare one of the characters in the story to yourself. Show how you are the s

how you are different from the character,

ame, and

Character Your Name

Different Same Different
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Listening Selection

- Lydia’s Lasso

by Lesli Favor

“This is how you tie a lasso,” said Mike. He took Lydia’s rope and made a large loop in one
end. Then he tied the loop to the main part of the rope with a special knot. When Mike slid the
knot up or down the rope, the loop of the lasso got smaller or larger.

Lydia’s eyes sparkled. “Thank you, Mike!” she said. Mike was Lydia’s cousin, and he was
nearly sixteen years old. “Now I can help you and Uncle Carlos round up the cattle.”

“I don’t think so, Lydia,” said Mike. “This is hard work, and it can be dangerous. It’s best if
you go over by the pond and watch from there.”

Lydia looked over at the pond. It was a good quarter of a mile away from all the action.
From there she would hardly be able to see anything. She certainly would not be able to help.

“But Mike!” she pleaded. “You might need me.”
“Lydia, go on to the pond.” Mike walked off to join Uncle Carlos, and Lydia was left alone,

as usual.

Lydia dragged her feet all the way to the pond. She lassoed a bush, and then she lassoed a
fence post. It just wasn’t the same. She wanted to lasso cattle from high atop a horse. She could
do it, if only they would give her a chance.

The pond was still frozen from the winter temperatures, but Lydia could see that the edges
were beginning to melt. She lassoed a log that had been frozen upright in the ice. This was

boring.
Suddenly Lydia heard a sharp crack. CRRAAACCKK! She whirled around, for the sound
could mean only one thing. The ice on the pond was cracking. But why?

Then she heard the soft moo. A calf! Lydia ran around the pond, her lasso trailing behind
her on the snow like a friendly snake. As soon as she scrambled down the bank of the pond,
she saw the calf. It was one of the first tiny calves of spring. Somehow, in the excitement of
the day, it had gotten separated from its mother. It must have walked out onto the thin ice and
fallen through. Now, only its head showed above the icy water and chunks of broken ice,

The calf turned large, frightened eyes to Lydia. “Moooo!” it said again, and Lydia knew she

must save it.
She grasped her lasso tightly. Then she told herself to relax. This was simple. She could lasso

anything she put her mind to.
Go On

Page 1
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Taking a big breath, she threw the lasso at the calf’s head. It fell short. She glanced over her
<houlder at the men herding the cattle, but none of them were paying attention to Lydia. As

usual.

She gathered her lasso in her hands and threw it again. It bounced off the tip of the calf’s
soft pink nose.

Again Lydia threw the lasso. There! The loop draped perfectly around the calf's neck! She
tugged on the rope, pulling the calf toward her like a tugboat pulling a ship through icy waters.

Finally, the calf was at the bank. Lydia’s heart pounded as she reached down to remove the
lasso and pull the calf from the water. She had saved its life!

As she turned around to guide the calf up the bank, she broke into a wide smile. At the top
stood Mike and Uncle Carlos. They threw their hats up into the air and let out a loud, happy

cheer. They had needed her help after all.

STOP

® Sample Test 2005 B



NEW YORK STATE TESTING PROGRAM
Grade 6 English Language Arts

Sample Test 2005

MARKING INSTRUCTIONS

Make heavy BLACK marks.

Erase cleanly.

Make no stray marks.

o ® O ® ©

CORRECT INCORRECT !

MARK MARK

Book 1

Multiple-choice questions
.® ® © © 4.0 @ ® ©
2.0 ® ® O 15 ® © ©
330 ® © © 16 ® © ® ©
.® @ ® O 17270 ® © ©
50 ® © O 8.0 ® ® O
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7.0 ® © © 2000 @ ® ©
8. ® © ® O 2L.® ® © ®
9. ® © ® 2.0 @ ® O
10.0 ©@ ® O 23.0 ® © ©®
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3.0 ® © © 2606 © ® O

Student Name

Guide to the Grades 3-8 Testing Program

Page 1



Page 2

NEW YORK STATE TESTING PROGRAM

Grade 6 English Language Arts
' Sample Test 2005

FOR SCORER USE ONLY

Book 2
Listening cluster questions 27, 28, 29, and 30

© © ® ® ® 6 (® No Response

Book 3

Reading cluster questions 31, 32, 33, and M

®© O ® ® ® 6 ® No Response

Writing mechanics dﬁostions 30 and 34

® O ® O ® No Response

Guide to the Grades 3-8 Testing Program
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~ Book 1
Reading "

Directions
In this part of the test, you will do some reading and answer questions about what you

have read.

B Sample Test 2005 B Book 1 Page 1



D irections
Read this article about a train from France. Then answer questions 1 through 5.

The Merci Train

by Rita . Markel

On February 3, 1949, New York Harbor was an exciting
place to be. Airplanes flew overhead. Whistles blew, and bells
sounded. Small boats circled in the water. Crowds cheered
from the docks. They were there to greet a ship that carried
a very special cargo. Onboard were 49 railroad boxcars
filled with gifts from the people of France to the people of
America. There was one boxcar for each of the existing 48
states, and one to be shared by the District of Columbia and
the Territory of Hawaii. These boxcars became known as the

Merci Train.

Following the end of World War II (1939-1945), France was
almost in ruin. Factories, roads, bridges, and farms had been
destroyed by bombings. Many French people were without jobs or
money. They had little to wear and little to eat.

In the winter of 1947, Americans set out to help. A train was sent across the United
States, stopping in cities and towns along the way. At every stop, people gave whatever
they could. Factories gave goods, clothing, and medicines. Grocers and farmers gave
food. Families gave money. Even school children donated their pennies. The train’s

contents were then shipped to France.

By 1949, the French had begun to recover from the war’s destruction. The Merci
Train was their way of saying “thank you” to America for the help they had needed
so badly. French citizens had filled the boxcars with gifts. They sent tapestries, china,
statues—even Napoleon’s sword. But most of the gifts were personal, like hand-made
dolls, toys, children’s drawings, postcards, scrapbooks, even wedding dresses. In short,
the people sent the things they treasured most that had not been lost in the war.

Merci = a French word
meaning thank you

But the boxcars themselves were perhaps the most meaningful of the gifts. On each,
the French people had painted the coats of arm of all their 40 provinces. They added
red, white, and blue stripes, the colors of both the French and American flags. Each car
had an American cagle painted on its front. These boxcars, which had once been used to

move troops into battle, would never again be used for war.
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From New York, the boxcars were delivered by rail to each state. Both children
and adults waited eagerly for the Merci Train to arrive. Everyone wondered what their
state’s boxcar would contain. When the boxcars arrived and the contents displayed,
there were celebrations everywhere. Speeches were given, parades were held, and the
news of the event was broadcast on the radio and reported in newspapers.

A number of the states kept their wonderful boxcars. Some have been carefully
maintained or restored and can still be visited. Gifts sent by the French people can still
be seen at certain state museums and historical societies. The Merci Train came out of
the ruins of war, but it is a reminder that nations can also work together in peace and

goodwill.

1  Which statement best describes the way the author attracts the reader’s interest in the
first paragraph?
A She includes the names of specific places.
B She uses descriptive language to set the scene.
C  She uses italic print for the name of the boxcars.
D  She makes it longer than other paragraphs in the article.

2  According to the article, the purpose of the train stopping in cities across America in 1947
was to
F collect donations
G  gather troops for battle
H show museum items and exhibits
J  display factory clothing and food

Go On

& Sample Test 2005 8 Page 3



3 The arrival of the Merci Train in America signaled that France was

A competing with the Americans

B fascinated by the railway system

C interested in learning about America
D recovering from the effects of the war

4  Which statement s supported by information in the article?

F  The Merci Train was an example of friendship and goodwill between two countries.
G The donations from the Americans to the French came mostly from wealthy people.
H  The excitement surrounding the arrival of the Merci Train was limited to the
New York Harbor.
J  The exchange of goods between the two countries solved most of the problems
caused by war. '

5  Which sentence reflects an opinion expressed by the author of the article?

The boxcars would never again be used for war,

The boxcars were wonderful and exciting to see.

The American peoplé donated to the people of France.
Many French people sent personal items to the Americans.

OnNnwp)
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Directions
Read this story about a'young girl’s experience during the Civil War. Then answer
questions 6 through 12.

A Noise
in the Night

by Felicia Silcox

Wide awake in Aunt Bet’s Southern mansion, Annie Van Lew shivered at the rumble of

distant cannons. It was bad enough America was at war, but the young Virginia girl was not

used to battles being fought this close. Suddenly a floorboard creaked. Annie sat up in bed and

listened. Someone was sneaking around in the dead of night.

Had a stranger broken in? Earlier, the family had heard that captured Yankee officers
recently escaped from a prison nearby. In spite of her anxiety, Annie smiled. She had no fear of
Yankees. Long before the Civil War, her family had taken a stand against slavery. Besides, Aunt

Bet helped feed and care for Yankee prisoners.

Quietly opening her bedroom door, Annie peeked out. A slender figure in a black gown
glided down the hall. Tt was Aunt Bet, carrying a candle in one hand and a plate of fried
chicken in the other. Where was she going at this hour?

Tiptoeing, Annie followed her aunt to a steep stairway at the far end of the house. Aunt Bet
climbed to the top, opened a door leading to the attic, and disappeared. Close behind, Annie
crept up the stairs, crouched in the doorway, and peered into the darkness.

Aunt Bet’s flickering candle cast ghostly shadows on the walls as she picked her way among
dusty boxes and covered furniture. She stopped at a chest of drawers, moved it aside, and felt
along the wall behind it. Slowly a door sprung open, revealing a hidden room.

Annie stifled a scream as a thin, unshaven man stepped out of the opening. He wore
tattered, dark-blue pants and shirt—the uniform of a Yankee officer. As Aunt Bet handed him
the plate of food, the young man saw Annie in the doorway and froze.

Desperately shaking her head “no,” the girl raised one finger to her lips. The officer
understood and shifted his gaze. Quickly Annie slipped back downstairs and hid, waiting until
after Aunt Bet left to return.

Back inside the attic, Annie dragged the chest away from the wall and pressed against
several panels. Nothing happened. Undaunted, she called softly to the man inside, who told her
where to find the hidden spring.
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Soon the young officer stood in the open doorway. A small candle burned on a table
behind him and, in its soft light, Annie studied his face. Clear eyes reflected the calm of one

who faced death unafraid.

Smiling, he teased. “What trouble you would have gotten into if your aunt had turned
around!” -

That night, Annie learned Aunt Bet was one of many daring Southerners whose hatred of
slavery drove them to risk their lives by spying for the North. The girl chatted as long as she
dared, wishing her new friend luck when he said he would leave at dawn.

Back in her room, Annie glowed with pride, determined to guard her family’s secret to
the end.

6 Why does the officer look away when Annie puts her finger to her lips?

s0 he can look Aunt Bet in the eye
so Aunt Bet will not know she is there
because the candle is shining in his eyes

because he does not want to appear unfriendly

“Tom
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7  Read these sentences from the story.

A small candle burned on a table behind him and, in its soft light, Annije studied
his face. Clear eyes reflected the calm of one who faced death unafraid.

The author uses this description to reveal

A Annie’s curiosity

B Aunt Bet’s absence v
C the dimness of the room
D

the character of the officer

8  The main reason the author withholds information about whom Aunt Bet is visiting in the

attic is to make the

plot more exciting

setting more realistic

story more believable
characters more interesting

-Iom

9  How do Annie’s feelings change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story?

A In the beginning she is afraid; in the end she feels proud.

B In the beginning she is angry; in the end she becomes fearful.

C In the beginning she feels relaxed; in the end she feels anxious.

D In the beginning she feels happy; in the end she becomes confused.

Go On
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